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A Prayer for Valentine’s Day
I said a Valentine prayer for you and asked the
Lord above to fill your heart and bless your soul
with the precious gift of love. I asked Him for
sincere love. The kind that’s meant to stay just
like the generous love you give to those you
touch each day. I prayed for love from family and
from every cherished friend. Then I asked the
Lord to give you His love that knows no end.

Kindergarten Registrations
Experience the Difference of Catholic
Education—St. Margaret’s Catholic Elementary
School is proud of our wonderful Kindergarten
Program and look forward to the 2017-2018
school year. The Kindergarten Program is a full
day, every day program. We will be holding
Junior Kindergarten (Year 1) registrations for
September 2017 on Thursday, February 9,
2017. Please call Mrs. Trouten in the school
office to schedule an appointment (519-6226100). Please note the following:


Children born in 2013 are eligible for Year 1
(Junior Kindergarten)



Children born in 2012 are eligible for Year 2
(Senior Kindergarten) ***Children presently
attending Junior Kindergarten DO NOT need
to register for Senior Kindergarten.

Please bring:


Proof of Birth Date (Birth Certificate)



Roman Catholic Baptismal Certificate



3 pieces of ID as Proof of Address
(Driver’s License, Tax Bill, Insurance,
Utility, Purchase Agreement, etc.)

Term 1 Report Cards-Feb 16th
The First Term Report Cards for students
will be sent home on Thursday, Feb 16th.
Please be sure to review and sign your
child’s report card. Please send back the
parent signature slip as well as the
ENVELOPE, which will be used to send the
Second Term or final report card home.
Each and every child in our school has
much to be proud of and their learning
accomplishments are to be celebrated. As
well, each child’s report card will afford
students and parents some great next
steps so that we all work together to set
goals for improvements throughout the
second term. Please read your child’s
report card carefully with them and
dialogue about setting learning goals for
Term 2. Thanks for supporting your child’s
success at school.

St. Benedict’s Grade 8 Pathway
Night: Feb 7, 2017

Sacramental Events: Gr 2 and Gr 7
Thank you Father Foote and St. Patrick’s
Parish! We are proud of our Catholic Faith
traditions and celebrate the spiritual life and key
sacramental milestones of our students as well
as our relationship with our wonderful parish!
This is a big year for our Grade 2’s and Grade
7’s. Congratulations students as you continue
to prepare! Here are some key dates:
Gr. 7 Students:

Family Day-Monday, Feb 20, 2017
Please note that Monday,
February 20th is Family
Day. There will be NO
school for students on this
day.

Pancake Day-Shrove Tuesday
Shrove Tuesday has traditional roots
in our faith, where in England and
many other countries, the festival is
widely associated with the eating of rich foods
made with eggs, sugar and butter, just like
pancakes, on the day prior to Ash
Wednesday. Ash Wednesday marks the
beginning of Lent and a prolonged period of
fasting, so it was common place to enjoy a day
of sweets and treats before Lent started. As a
school faith event, all students will receive a
pancake breakfast on Tuesday, February
28th. Students are encouraged to bring their
normal snacks and lunch on this day. St.
Margaret’s is an Eco-School—please bring
a plate and utensils for this special meal. A
special thanks also goes out to our School
Council for helping us with this event.

Follow Us on Twitter
For more NEWS about school events,
school celebrations and many great
moments, follow us on twitter:
@stmargaretscot

Gr. 7 Sacrament of
Confirmation - Friday,
February 3 at 7 PM at St.
Patrick’s Church
Gr. 2 Students:
Gr. 2 First Communion
Parent Meeting - Thurs., Jan.
16th at 7:00 PM at St. Patrick’s
Gr. 2 First Reconciliation Parent Meeting–
Thurs, March 23 at 7:00 PM at St. Patrick’s
Sacrament of First Reconciliation - Saturday,
April 29 at 1:00 PM at St. Patrick’s
Sacrament of First Holy Communion - Sat.,
May 13th at 2:00 PM at St. Patrick’s

Resiliency Questionnaire
All students from Grades 4-8 in
the Waterloo Catholic District
School Board will be taking part
in a questionnaire during the
weeks of Feb 1– March 10. This questionnaire
is an important part of the work we are doing at
our school and is will provide us with a better
understanding of the strengths and needs of
young people, by understanding how they
perceive themselves, their surroundings and
their perceptions of the interactions they have
with adults in their lives. More information will
be sent home for a parents of students in
Grades 4-8.

February Theme: Reasoning

This month, we will focus on “Reasoning”.
Reasoning means “making careful decisions”.
You can help your child(ren) by encouraging
and modeling:


Brainstorming some ideas and sharing them



Asking questions to find out more information



Taking your time



Gathering all of the evidence before making a
decision



Comparing and discussing which way might be
better and why



Choosing the best method when solving problems

Home of the Scotties! Sports Update
Our Boy’s Basketball Team (Mr. Resendes)
and Girl’s Volleyball Team (Mons. Nicayenzi
and Mrs. McKinley) are having tremendous
success in the beginning of the season—Way
to go Scotties!

We are “Bucket Fillers”
We have a Name! Our Pompom container was
named “B.U.C.K.E.T. Palooza”. Bucket stands
for “Be Unique, Christian, Kind, Encouraging,
and Tolerant. As a school, we endeavor to
spread positive messages to each and every
member of St. Margaret’s community on an
ongoing basis. We have all committed
ourselves to being welcoming, friendly, helpful
and encouraging in the way we communicate
with others throughout our day. Each student
has signed our B.U.C.K.E.T Palooza as a way
of showing their commitment to our quest.
Within a few weeks, our pompoms are climbing!

KINDERGARTEN
A lot of great things have been
happening in our Kindergarten
Division. Take a look!
Piggie and
Elephant: Author
Mo Willems has
series of books
about the characters
Piggie and
Elephant. We have
been reading the
stories and enjoying learning about their
friendship and how we can learn to be good
friends. The
students
have
enjoyed
learning
how to draw
the
characters,
and play
with the characters in their everyday play.

SPOTLIGHT
As children move through the
Kindergarten program they
demonstrate independence, selfregulation and a willingness to take responsibility
in learning and other endeavours. In order to
support our group of young learners in
Kindergarten, we participate in Christian
meditation everyday. This helps us feel calm,
focused and alert. Here are some quotes the
students have shared following a Christian
meditation session:
“My body feels like it is floating”
“I am really, really, really calm now!”
“I feel like I am ready for math!”
Other January highlights include: a crystal
snowflake experiment, welcoming a new friend
into our classroom, a visit from the Humane
Society, reading a folktale about animals
squeezing into a mitten, painting snow and
measuring snowmen.

Counting Bears in the
Cave: The
kindergarten's love to learn
through math games and
play, the bears in the cave
game has given the
students opportunities to
explore fundamental
number concepts with the
dice and math
manipulatives.
The Humane Society
also came in for a visit and
we learned how to protect
ourselves from unknown
dogs.
Ice inquiry: The kindergartens found that salt
melted the ice the fastest. We may have not had
a lot of snow this month, but the weather has let
us explore more about Ice.

We are all learning to
be “Bucket Fillers”!

FEBRUARY 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

Groundhog Day
Gr 7 Confirmation
at 7:00 at St.
Patrick’s

5

6

7
Grade 8 Pathway
Presentation at
7:00 at St.
Benedicts

12

13

14

8
Lockdown Drill

15

9

10
Kindergarten
Registration

16

11

Constable Mike
Visits

17

18

24

25

Report Cards Go
Home

Happy
Valentine’s Day

19

20

21

27

22

23

Thank you Mrs.
McGeoch! Enjoy
Retirement!

Happy
Family Day

26

First Communion
Parent Meeting at
7:00 at St. Patrick’s

28

Pancake Tuesday
Blues
Presentation Blues Presentation
for Gr 4-6
for Gr 7-8

Mrs. McGeoch is retiring! From the staff, students and
Community of St. Margaret’s, we wish you all the best
and we will miss you!

