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God of hope, as we enter this season of Advent, 
we pray that this time will be different. This 
Christmas we will stop rushing, we will breathe, 
and take notice of You and Your works in the 
world. May we be mindful of our actions, that 
they be peace-filled and our words loving as 
Christ is in the world. Amen 

 

Christmas break will be from December 24, 

2016 to January 8, 2017. Classes resume on 

Monday, January 9 at 8:50 am. The week 

before Christmas is extremely busy. Please 

send a note if you are picking up your child early 

or if your family is leaving earlier in the week for 

holidays.  

May the joy of Christmas, the magic of the 

season and our celebration of the birth of Jesus 

be yours. Continued blessings as we celebrate 

a Happy New Year 2017. On behalf of the entire 

staff at St. Margaret of Scotland School, we 

would like to take this opportunity to wish you 

and your families a very reflective and 

rejuvenating Holy Christmas. We hope that you 

have plenty of time to connect as a family and to 

truly enjoy this very special season.  

 

 

An Advent Blessing 

Just a reminder that students 

must wear proper footwear in 

the school at all times. Students 

should bring extra clothes, 

especially socks in the colder or wet days.  

All outdoor wear such as gloves, mitts, 

hats, jackets, snowpants, etc, should all be 

labelled. Help practice with your child at 

home so they can independently get 

dressed for winter.  

 

The colder weather has 

arrived. The safety of 

students will always be 

the first consideration when deciding if the 

students go out or stay indoors for recess. 

When the temperature including wind chill 

is –20 or lower, students will be kept inside 

for recess. When the temperature including 

wind chill is –15 to –19, lunch recess 

outside will be shortened. We refer to the 

Environment Canada website when making 

the decision regarding outdoor play.  

  

Dressing for the Weather 

Christmas Holidays 

Cold Weather-Outside Recess 



If your child is ill, has a medical 
appointment or will be late for 
any reason, it is very important 
that you CONTACT the school with the 
necessary information: Full name, grade, 
teacher name and reason your child(ren) 
will be absent.  Our school answering 
machine is in service 24 hours a day. Please 
note that we MUST receive a call before 8:50 
from a parent/guardian or caregiver as per 
safe school policy.  

Under certain conditions such as inclement 
weather, it may be necessary to close the 
school, send students home early and/or 
cancel school board buses and taxi services. 
For up to date information on school bus 
delays, cancellations, and school closures, 
please visit www.stswr.ca or phone 519-650-
4934. You may also check out our board 
website www.wcdsb.ca and look for 
“Cancellations and Delays” link at the top of 
the home page. It is also available on the 
following radio stations: 

 KFUN FM 99.5 

 CKGL AM 570 

 CHYM FM 96.7 

 DAVE FM 107.5 

 CJOY FM 106.1 

 CKWR FM 98.5 

 KICX FM 106.7 

 The Beat 91.5 

 CTV-Southwestern Ontario 

 

Attendance/Safe Arrival 

For more NEWS about school events, 

school celebrations and many great 

moments, follow us on twitter: 

 

@stmargaretscot 

Follow Us on Twitter 

This month, we will focus on “Being a Risk 

Taker”. You can help your child(ren) by 

encouraging and modeling: 

 Try something new 

 Ask for help if you need help 

 Try something that you might think is too hard 

 Try your best 

 Think about your actions 

 Learn from your mistakes 

 Push yourself and let yourself make mistakes 

 Remember that you can never improve unless you are 

willing to push yourself. 

Bus Delays and Cancellations 

Planning to Take a Vacation? 

Please call the office to note your child’s 
absence if you are going on a holiday. For a 
prolonged absence, please request an “Intent 
to be Absent Form”.  

Please do not send your child to 
school if they are not feeling well. 
It does not take long for a virus 
or bacteria to spread throughout 
a classroom. Keeping them 
home helps prevent other 
children from getting sick and 
spreading the illness to others. If your child has 
a fever, has been sick throughout the night, or if 
they have a bad cold and/or cough, please 
keep them home. Please ensure your child(ren) 
are well enough to return to school, as all 
children benefit from going outside for recess   

P.A.Day 

Friday, December 9th is a 

Professional Activity Day. There will 

be NO SCHOOL that day.  

December Theme: Being a Risk Taker 

When your child is not feeling well... 



Please take a moment to visit 
the lost and found  box before 
the Christmas break. There are 
all kinds of goodies in the box 
that have been gathered through the first term.  

We would like to congratulate 
the Boys Volleyball Team on a 
wonderful season.  They 
finished first in their division 
and came 4th at Regionals. 
Our athletes worked extremely hard all season 
and their dedication and work ethic has made 
them all better volleyball players. Way to go 
Scotties! Big thanks go out to Mr. Martins and 
Mr. Litschgy for coaching our boys to the 
Regionals!  

Also, congratulations to our Girls 
Basketball Team. The girls had 
another great season on the court. 
Our team was made up of many first year 
players, but that did not hold them back. The 
girls came to practice each day, wanting to get 
better. We finished with a 3 - 2 record and 
qualified for the playoffs. This was a 
great accomplishment. With so many players 
returning next year, along with all the players 
participating in this month's Friendship 
Tournament, the future continues to be bright 
for Scottie's basketball. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At St. Benedict’s on Thursday, January 19th at 
6:30. 

Lost and Found 

Home of the Scotties! Sports Update 

A lot of great things have been 
happening in our Junior Division. 
Take a look! 

 

During Friendship 
Week, the Grade 
3's and 4's 
discussed how 
God made each 
of us unique and 
special. Students 
had an 
opportunity to 
write about one 
special quality for 
each of their 
classmates. We 
took these 
ideas and wrote "I 
am" poetry. We 

created artwork that focused on colour, lines, 
and space and used this as a background for 

our poems. 

 

Some dedicated 
students who came 
to school, on the PD 
Day, to film their 
French Video in the 
school yard.  Save the Date: Jan 19, 2017 

JUNIOR 

SPOTLIGHT 



 
Grade 5 students in Mrs. 

Milito's class explored how 

media can affect their food 

choices. We looked at various advertising 

techniques for food products. The students 

then created an advertisement for a healthy 

snack they enjoy or a healthy snack they 

invented.  

The grade 5/6’s have been challenging 

themselves to brainstorm ways in which to 

stop bullying. They know never to 

underestimate the power of friendship, 

compassion, kindness, respect and 

acceptance.  

 

 The Grade 4 students learned about 

Habitats and Endangered Species. The 

Toronto Zoo came in and did some 

amazing presentations. Students got to 

hold a puma skull and an elephant tooth! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The grade 6's have been working very hard in 

health this month. In preparation for Bullying 

Awareness week, they used their 21st century 

tools to learn about bullying. Using guiding 

questions, they had to research and create a 

presentation to teach another student. All students 

had choice in how they wanted to present. They 

did a great job getting the information across. 

They are currently working on creating PSAs to 

teach other how to get help. As a class, we 

pledged to be there for anyone who needs help. 

 

 

 

JUNIOR SPOTLIGHT 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Week 1 of 
Advent 

   1 

Advent 

Reconciliation –am 

Volleyball 

Tournament-pm 

2 

Bus Evacuation Drill 

Grades 5-8 go to 

“Little Shop of 

Horrors” 

3 

4 

Week 2 of 
Advent 

5 

 

6 

Monthly 

Assembly 

 

7 8 

Advent Marian 

Celebration at 

9:15 

9 

P.A. Day 

10 

11 

Week 3 of 
Advent 

12 13 

Hat Day for 

Toonies-

Fundraiser for 

Push for Change 

14 

 

15 16 

Push for 

Change 

17 

18 

Week 4 of 
Advent 

19 20 

Const. Mike visits 

Grade 6’s: 

Presentation on 

Digital Citizenship 

21 22 

 

Christmas 

Concert at 1:00 

23 

Last Day 

before Break 

24 

25 

Happy 

Birthday Jesus 

26 

 

27 28 

 

29 30 31 

 

DECEMBER 2016 

PUSH FOR CHANGE 

On Dec 16, our Intermediates have 

been invited to join Joe Roberts push a 

shopping cart across Canada to support the end of 

Youth Homeslessness. We will be having a “Hat Day 

for a Toonie” on Dec 13 to help fundraise for this 

cause. For more information, visit 

www.thepushforchange.com.  

Christmas Concert: Dec 22 at 1:00 

On Thursday, Dec 22 we will be 

having a Christmas Concert. Parents 

are welcome to attend. We will begin 

around 1:00. Hope to see you there! 
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